Deeds and Documents held at Greene & Greene Solicitors, BSE                                                               Website: http://chedburgh.onesuffolk.net

[bookmark: _Hlk132711281]CHEDBURGH PARISH COUNCIL
Draft MINUTES FOR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Monday October 28th 2024
	Clerk: Frances Betts

	Tel: 01284 810508

	Email:Chedburgh-pc@outlook.com



Attendees: Cllr A Smith, Cllr Sellars, Cllr Rickard, Cllr Simmons, Cllr Pettit, W S D Cllr Chester, Mrs Betts (Clerk/RFO) and one member of the parish
Apologies: Cllr McGhee, Cllr Soons
NB This meeting was recorded on an AI audio machine by Cllr Sellars. All agreed to take part
	No
	Item
	Action

	1
	Welcome by Chair and apologies for absence received
	

	2
	Public Participation
1. Suffolk County Councillor Report – no report
2. West Suffolk Councillor Report – no report as not due until next week (start of new month).
1. Cllr Chester attended the Local Government Association convention in Harrogate. Lots of Council saying that their public funding is very tight and that 25% of local councils will have to ask the Government for more money
2. A local author has written a book about Chedburgh and the wartime RAF Chedburgh. This book is due to be launched at a Launch Party at The Erskine Centre on 17th November 2024 between 2-4.30pm. All invited to attend
3. Members of the Public
3.1 s137 Grant application from Little Tea Pots pre school. They are fund raising for a new roof for their outside play area. Cllr Rickard proposed, Cllr Sellars seconded and the following vote was unanimous for the Council to donate £500 under s137 LGA 1972 to go towards this project. Clerk to send money
	













Clerk

	3
	No Declaration of Councillor’s interests received
	

	4
	The Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th September 2024 were approved and signed
	

	5
	Chair’s Report and progress reports for information
1. Playground update
1.Fencing. WSC parks department have said that it would make the grass cutting very difficult to have this area surrounded by a fence. However, the Council would like to have a fence at the edge of the playa rea next to the car park. This fence should be metal and include a gate. Clerk to get quotes.
2.Remedial work. The quote the Clerk obtained from a local play area specialist was discussed. Clerk is to go back and ask for a requote for several items. Clerk to also research cost of adding some outside gym pieces of equipment such as a trim trail
3.Upgrading the playing field. This is potentially on the cards for the future with the PC working alongside the CCDRCC. However, it was decided to upgrade the area with remedial work to take the area into the next five years.
2. Odd job man – renamed Handyman – several applicants applied. Now appointed. The Chair has a list of jobs to be completed
3. Civic Service. Was attended by Chair and Clerk. Both enjoyed this event especially the music.
4. Interpretation boards at the Info Box (formally the BT phone box) are now up. The Parish Council would like to thank Cllr Sellars and his wife, Beth, for organising this. Some rejigging of the shelving would be helpful and the Chair will ask the village handyman to carry out such works.
5. Remembrance Service – Sunday 10th November on the memorial green. Clerk handed over the poppy wreaths and was asked to see if the road could be closed between 10 am and 12 midday.
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	6
	Parish Councillors reports
1. Cllr McGhee – 1:1 Community speed watch locations and applications. Can those Councillors keen to join in with project please complete the application forms asap so training can be organised. The locations are by the bus stop just opposite Lancaster Place and on the A143 between Silver Tree Way and The Green. 
                           1:2 VAS data The VAS machine has been on the A143 for 12 months now. IN that time 849,736 vehicles have driven past with a daily average of 2,334. Average speed 28.5mph (with the highest recorded speed at 90mph on 12 May 2024 at 22.50 hrs). Morning peak is between 8-9am (388 vehicles)and the evening peak between 5-6 pm (335 vehicles)
                           1:3 VAS machine location change. Mac8ne to be moved from Chevington Road by the bus stop to Chevington Road on the corner with Queens Lane.
                           1:4 Family Santa Fun Run to take place on 7th December 2024 at 2pm. H&S risk assessment has been carried out. Cllr McGhee to advertise the event around the village and use EventBrite to collect the ticket money. All profit to go to the Woman’s Aid Centre in Bury St Edmunds. Cllr Simmons proposed and Cllr Rickard seconded with the following vote being unanimous for the Council to provide the refreshments (up to a cost of £100) under s19 LGA 1972.
                            1:5 Litter pick is due to take place first weekend in November.
2. Cllr Sellars – 1. Questionnaire update
2:1.101 responses (from potential 700 people) Fairly representative of ages. Public meeting to discuss data was well attended. Main points that emerged are: the village church is struggling financially and needs some serious thought given to how it goes forward. The PC, CCDRCC and PCC are keen to work together to bring a greater sense of community to the village. The data also produced future discussions for moving the basketball nets onto the playing field, for the Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh to continue, for a trim tail to be installed on the playing field, and for there to be a shop/pub of some sort within the village. The next step is to produce a Neighbourhood Plan. This was proposed by Cllr Sellars and seconded by Cllr Rickard with the following vote being unanimous for the Clerk to contact a local consultant who carries this type of work for more information. The Council would like to thank Cllr Sellars, Dr Gary Dillon (CCDRCC) and Mrs Liz Williams (PCC) for their time and energy managing and organising this questionnaire.
3. Cllr Rickard – Pantry. This continues to be used albeit slowly by the village. Most popular items over the last two months has been squash, baby wipes and pot noodles. One of the box lids is broken and Cllr Rickard will buy a replacement.
4. Cllr Simmons – 4:1 Quiet Lane Initiative. Cllr Simmons asked the Clerk to email the Suffolk County Council manager to ask for an update and time line to complete this initiative. 
                            4:2 Youth Council. Cllr Simmons has found some very interesting information on this initiative and asks that the Clerk contact Chevington Parish Council to ask for them to join in. She also asked for a small budget to be put aside for this project which will be discussed at November’s budget meeting.
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	7
	Clerk’s report and actions
1. Cllr Simmons and Cllr Pettit have received training from SALC
2. Changes to internet bank authorities are ongoing
3. Locality grant from WSC received
4. Progress regarding fencing to play area. Discussed at item 5:1 &5:2
5. Wild Life Friendly Chedburgh. To continue with RFO managing the grant. Providing the invoices are for under £100 the RFO can pay on receipt of invoice.
6. Request of s137 money from Little Tea Pots. Discussed at Item 2:3
7. Annual website hosting renewal due in November
8. Lock at entry to Mulberry Park field. Clerk to email McGregor’s and request they buy a new padlock and key and they keep the key as they need the access. The PC will reimburse them the cost of said padlock and key.
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	8
	Planning Applications. 
 DC/24/0356/OUT - Outline planning application (means of access to be considered) - nine dwellings (seven with garages) No objections but reply sent with several comments and requests. (See Minutes of meeting held on 8th August 2024)

	

	9
	To receive Financial Officer’s Report 
1.Discuss and sign off all bank transactions since the last meeting (self governance) 
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council
	Invoice detail
	Details of Payee
	Amount £
	Statue Power
	Payment method

	049
	Clerk September salary
	341
	S112 LGA 1972
	SO

	050
	Clerk October salary
	341
	S112 LGA 1972
	SO

	051
	Clerk mileage and expenses -
inc poppy
	
47.89
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	5207
	McGregor’s Services – cut tracks in field
	84
	S9-10Open Spaces Act 1906
	BACS

	2538
	CCDRCC hire of hall for 2 hrs
	20
	S133 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	P Wright – Handyman 1st invoice 3.5 hours plus supplies
	72.43
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	Cllr Sellars for monkey survey month 3
	75
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	P Wright – handyman. supplies
	40.09
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	D Paxman – Wild life Friendly Chedburgh - plants
	30.00
	S19 LGA 1976
	BACS

	
	J Groves – Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh - bulbs
	31.99
	S19 LGA 1976
	BACS

	
	Cllr S Sellars – Vistaprint – interpretation boards
	44.68
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	P Wright – handyman Invoice 2 (3 hours plus supplies)
	51.94
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	Little Tea Pots – donation for replacement roof of outside area
	500.00
	S137 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	Cllr Rickard – food pantry refill
	28.60
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS



2. Bank account balance as of 28th October 2024 £3464,03 
3. Savings account balance as of 28th October 2024 £26,270.29
4. Half yearly accounts. Discussed. All within set budget
5 Add Handyman invoices to internet banking financial standing order. Signed by Chair
6     Add Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh invoices under £100 to banking financial standing order. Signed by Chair
9. Money received:
	Payee
	Amount
	Statute power

	West Suffolk Council – Cllr Chester’s locality budget for village questionnaire
	
£350
	
s111 LGA 1972



	

	10
	Emergency and Resilience Plan discussion.  A lively discussion ensued. Clerk can now complete the plan further. The Council thought a Public Meeting to tie in with the Annual Meeting in May should be organised (to include refreshments) so that parishioners know the plan in case of an emergency and can be made more resilient if an emergency should occur. Also, what happens about pets? Clerk to ask SCC planning team how the parishioners would know there was an emergency and how will they be contacted. Clerk to email.
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	11
	Wild life Friendly Chedburgh – new team. Previously discussed at Item 7:2
	

	12
	Items for next Agenda:
1. Decisions following results from questionnaire
2. Youth Council
3. Quiet Lane initiative
4. Remedial work to play area
5. Neighbourhood Plan consultation
	

	13
	Date of next meeting    Monday November 11th 2024 at 7.30pm (Budget meeting)
                                          Monday December 2nd 2024 – Open meeting
	



Meeting ended at: 21.18 hours
2

