Deeds and Documents held at Greene & Greene Solicitors, BSE                                                               Website: http://chedburgh.onesuffolk.net

[bookmark: _Hlk132711281]CHEDBURGH PARISH COUNCIL
Draft MINUTES FOR ANNUAL GENERAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Monday 20th May 2024
Attendees: Cllr A Smith (Chair), Cllr Sellars (Vice Chair), Cllr Rickard, Cllr McGhee, Cllr Simmons, Cllr Pettit, S C Cllr Soons, W S D Cllr Chester, nine parishioners and Mrs Betts (Clerk/RFO)
	ITEM
	
	ACTION

	1
	Election of Chair and apologies for absence. Proposer: Cllr Rickard, Seconder: Cllr Sellars, Voted: Cllr A Smith. Duly elected. There were no apologies received.
	

	2
	Public Participation
1. The County Councillor’s Report received. See website for report
2. The District Councillor’s Report received. See website for report
3.  Public Participation. Several parishioners spoke of their concerns regarding the field owned by The Henry Smith Charity and the tenant farmer’s decision to add gates at the entrances to stop the public using the field as a public footpath.  They claim that parishioners have used this field as a cut through and dog walking area for over 20 years and claim it will harm their natural wellbeing and mental health by not being able to walk across it, and wouldn’t this give them the right to walk across the land. They also raised concerns about the activity in another field and were worried that there was going to be a housing development on this other field. And finally, they ask that if a development is going to be applied for, could there be access from Elizabeth Drive to the Erskine Centre or some community land provision added to the proposal. The Clerk replied that WSC planning department were aware of the activity taking place on the field but that they were not contravening the law by doing this, and that the owners of the field had every right to gate off their land to walkers but she would write to the land agents for the Henry Smith Charity and ask for clarification on the above concerns. There was also concern of the dogs belonging to the tenants on the farm at the bottom of Factory Lane and the Chair reminded everyone attending that if a dog is loose and is frightening people it is a matter for the Police not the Parish Council to deal with. Finally, there is some concern as to the additions of various stiles on Footpath 8 between Chevington and Chedburgh. These stiles are preventing wheelchair users access to the full length of the footpath. The Clerk asked for photographs of said stiles to be sent to her and she can report it to Suffolk Highways’ Footpath Officer.
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	3
	No Declaration of Councillors’ Interests
	

	4
	The Minutes of the Meetings held on 18th March 2024 were approved and signed
	

	5
	Election of new Vice Chair for coming year. Proposer: Cllr Smith, Seconder: Cllr McGhee, Voted: Cllr Sellars. Duly elected. The Chair wished to thank Cllr Rickard for her service as Vice Chair over the past several years.
	

	6
	The following portfolio holders were elected
1. SALC representative Proposer: Cllr Rickard, Seconder: Cllr Pettit, Voted: The Clerk. Duly elected
2. Health & Safety and Risk Assessment Officer Proposer: Cllr Rickard, Seconder: Cllr Sellars, Voted: The Clerk. Duly elected
3. CCDRCC Representative Proposer: Cllr McGhee, Seconder: Cllr Sellars, Voted: Cllr Simmons. Duly elected
4. Food Bank Co-ordinator Proposer: Cllr Simmons, Seconder: Cllr Pettit, Voted: Cllr Rickard. Duly elected
5. VAS/Speed watch team co-ordinator Proposer: Cllr Rickard, Seconder: Cllr Smith, Voted: Cllr McGhee. Duly elected
	

	7
	Chair’s Report and progress reports for information
1. Playground Revamp
Having had a very wet winter when the playground and field could not be used due to the excess water the Parish Council has started the process of researching revamping and redesigning this area of the village. An initial quote came in at over £128,000 which include a new play area for children under the age of 10 (£58,842), A multi-use games areas quoted at £58,900 and a 6-piece outdoor fitness trail quoted at £11,300. This quote identifies the need to ask the parishioners what they want from this community area. See item 8:2:2 for future discussion.
2. Remedial work on the ditch and over grown trees running alongside the play area and Chevington Road. The Clerk asked a local tree surgeon for a quote to clear this area of land to dig out and clean up the watercourse that could potentially be adding to the waterlogged field. From the survey, it was reported that all the ash trees show signs of Ash die-back disease and need to be removed. The quote came in at just under £10,000 plus VAT. Work would not start until late summer. 
3. The Parish notice board on Chevington Road has been inspected and requires replacing. Having reviewed the new Parish Notice Board in Chevington, a quote for under £1000 for a completely new board has been received by a local supplier. The Council voted to accept the quotation and allow the Clerk to pay the contractor so that the material could be purchased for the notice board. The quote was considerably better than if the Council went to one of the many companies via the Internet that offer this service. A decision was made to allow the Clerk to pay the contractor to buy the wood so that he can begin to make up the notice board. 
4. The Clerk has reported the noise coming from the sewage plant.  A reply was received from the operators which stated that all households affected should personally log a complaint with Anglia Water so the company can see if it really is a problem. 
5. Silver Tree Way – Responses have been received from both WSC and SCC. Both Councils state that non adoptions of developments are not rare and that individuals buying or selling property on this development need to have their legal representatives draw up an indemnity insurance as part of the buying and selling procedure. The field at the end of the development known as Mulberry Field is being maintained by the Parish Council with the grass being cut regularly by a local contractor. It has been put into the ‘ownership’ of The Crown estates as it does not have any financial value to future developers. Again, this is not unusual and a legal representative can explain this situation to future buyers/sellers. For full disclosure of the planning process for this development go to West Suffolk Planning Portal page and type in ref number: SE/08/0632. There is a lot of information contained within this document.
6. The Chair had received a complaint about grass cutting around the village but managed to allay the parishioners concerns by explaining how WSC cuts the grasses and verges.
7. Village questionnaire. See item 8:2:2
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	8
	Councillor’s Reports
1 Cllr McGhee. Report with regards to speed camera:
Reporting period – 29/10/23 to 19/5/24
· Camera direction was changed on 16/3/24
· Total number of vehicles - 641,420
· Av speed 29.3mph
· Av daily number of vehicles - 3,158

	
	Both directions
	Vehicles  from Haverhill

	Daily totals
	3,158
	3,660

	Av speed
	29.3mph
	28mph

	50th percentile
	28.8mph
	27.9mph

	85th percentile
	34.5mph
	33.4mph

	Max speed
	85mph (Saturday 1600hrs)
	90mph Sunday (2250hrs)



Takeaways:
· More vehicles travelling towards BSE
· Av speed appears to be lower towards BSE
· Speed camera is easier to pick up from further out

The camera on the Chevington Road only has one working battery.  Cllr McGhee will look to find out the cost of a replacement battery. The Clerk suggested that if the battery cost around £100 Cllr McGhee ought to buy it and claim for his expense back and she would pay him accordingly. The Council voted on this idea and the vote was carried.

2 Cllr Sellars. 2:1 Reported on the Food Pantry. Thanks to a number of generous donations the balance for funds is looking very healthy. The supplies are being managed and there has been a slow but positive use of the Pantry. He announced that he would be stepping down as the representative for this scheme and Cllr Rickard was duly elected to take over.

2:2  The Parish Council met with representatives of the CCDRCC and the PCC (Parochial Church Council) to discuss writing and producing a village questionnaire that will be popped through the letter box of every household in the village to ask for their views on how they see the future of Chedburgh. The timeline is :
	1. Advert to go to The Benefice magazine for the July edition
2. The questionnaire to be printed and ready for distribution by July 1st
3. A Public Meeting to be held at the Erskine Centre on Sunday July 7th
4. All responses to be back by end of July
5. Data to be collated during August
6. Another Public Meeting to discuss findings from the questionnaire
The CCDRCC and PCC have approved the questionnaire and the PC will be sent copies via email to look at and approved asap
THIS QUESTIONNAIRE IS TO BE COMPLETED BY EVERYONE WHO LIVES IN THE VILLAGE NO MATTER HOW MANY PEOPLE LIVE AT ONE ADDRESS
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	9
	Planning Applications. 
1. DC/24/0250/VAR - Unit 1 Bury Road Business Park Bury Road Chedburgh Bury St Edmunds Planning application - variation of condition 2 of DC/21/2410/FUL to enable drgs 4265-03H, 4265-04D and4265-05C to replace drgs 4265-03D, 4265-04C and 4265-05A. Pending decision
2. DC/23/1348/HH - RE-CONSULTATION IN RESPECT OF A PLANNING PROPOSAL 41 Majors Close, Chedburgh, Suffolk, IP29 4UN - PROPOSAL Householder planning application - a. double garage to side Elevation; b. single storey rear extension; c. vehicular access APPROVED 
3. DC/23/2033/HH 1 Tudor Close, Chedburgh. IP29 4XD – a.front porch b. single storey rear extension (following demolition of conservatory) APPROVED
4. Dc/23/2037/TPO Street Record Kings PRK, Chedburgh. TPO 274 (1999) – one weeping willow T1 on plan T26 on order – overall crown reduction upto 4 metres. APPROVED
5. Appeal – AP/23/0051/HAS previously DC/21/2404/HH 6 Kings PRK Chedburgh IP29 4TY – a. two storey front and side extension b. porch c. single storey side and rear extension d.partial conversion of garage (Appeal started 13th December 2023)
6. DC/23/1753/TPO – 3 Tudor Close, Chedburgh. IP29 4XDTPO 502 (2010) tree preservation order - one Oak (T1 on plan and order) a. reduce upper crown growing towards house by one metre b. crown lift by five metres c. reduce upper central limb growing towards footpath by two metres. No objections APPROVED
7. DC/23/1675/HH – 11 Majors Close, Chedburgh. Replace steps with ramp. No objections.  APPROVED

	

	10
	To receive Financial Officer’s Report 
1.Discuss and sign off all bank transactions since the last meeting (self governance) 
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council

	



	Invoice detail
	Details of Payee
	Amount £
	Statute Power
	SO, BACS or Cheque NO

	038
	Clerk’s March salary
	341
	S112 LGA 1972
	SO

	039
	Clerk’s April salary
	341
	S112 LGA 1972
	SO

	040
	Clerk’s expense
	36
	S112 LGA 1972
	

	041
	Clerk’s expense – annual Microsoft 365
	59.99
	S112 LGA 1972
	

	403
	Internal Auditor 
	125
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	2471
	Hire of the hall (CCDRCC)
	20.00
	S133 LGA 1972
	BACS

	5022
	McGregor Services Cut whole of Mulberry Place field
	120
	S119 LGA 1976
	BACS

	28537
	SALC annual membership
	327.50
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	28297
	SALC 6 month pay roll service
	22.80
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	47012
	Greene & Greene invoice – registration of Erskine Centre to land registry (half total shared with Chevington Parish Council co – custodian trustees
	


1224.30
	


S112 LGA 1972
	

	5039
	McGregor Services – cut tracks on Mulberry Place field
	
84.00
	
S119 LGA 1972
	
BACS

	
	Zurich annual insurance
	507
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS



	
	2. Bank account balance as of 20th May 2024
3 Read Internal Auditor’s report
4 Sign AGAR
5 32-day notice savings account with Lloyds Bank
6 PAYMENTS RECEIVED: Precept from WSC £11500; VAT reclaim £1360.43; Refund from Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh £190.77

	

	11
	Clerk’s report and actions
1. Pension provision for Clerks – annual forms completed
2. Annual Insurance - bought
3. Communication with Estate Agents regarding ‘For Sale’ boards on Council land at Paddocks Way
4. Lone Working Policy – in process of being written
5. ANPR application in progress
	

	12
	Items for next agenda – 
1. Emergency Planning Officer presentation
2. Decision about Ash trees and ditch
3. Footpath 8 and new stiles

	

	13
	 Date of next meeting: Monday 8th July 2024                    
	



Meeting ended at 21.56 hours



Signed by Chair …………………………………………………….                  Date …………………………..
2

