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[bookmark: _Hlk132711281]CHEDBURGH PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES FOR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Monday September 4th 2023
Attendees:Cllr A Smith (Chair), Cllr Rickard (Vice Chair), Cllr Cardy, Cllr Sellars, Cllr S Smith, WSDCllr Chester, Mrs F Betts, Clerk/RFO and two parishioners.
Apologies: SCCllr Soons, Cllr Dexter
	No:
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1
	The Chair welcomed everyone attending and received the apologies for absence.

	

	2
	There were no Declaration of Councillors’ Interests received.

	

	3
	Public Participation. 
1. A parishioner spoke about being interested in becoming a Parish Councillor. He had previously spoken to the Clerk and Cllr Sellars gave a verbal reference and Cllr Cardy also vouched for the candidate. Mr Stuart McGhee stood and explained his reasons for becoming a Councillor. As he has met all the criteria the Clerk proposed that he join Chedburgh Parish Council as a Councillor, Cllr A Smith seconded and the following vote was unanimous. Cllr McGhee was invited to sit at the table and was given all the necessary forms to read and sign and give back to the Clerk
2. 2. A parishioner asked if the tree growing over the basketball hoop could be cut back as it stopped the ball going in cleanly. Clerk to email CCDRCC and ask for this to be done. CCDRCC own the basketball hoops.
	







Cllr McGhee

CLERK

	4
	The Minutes of the Meetings held on 10th July 2023 were approved and signed
	

	5
	The Chair’s Report was as follows:
1. Drainage issues on playing field-Clerk met with Sayer Groundworks and they think that the ditch needs to be scraped out and the drainage on the main road need to be flushed through, then to monitor the situation over the winter. Then if needed full drainage system may be necessary. He will contact Kevin Mayes who did the work twenty years ago to see what happened then. He said that putting in a French drain would only lead to build up of old leaves over time creating the same problem again. He could do the whole length of the ditch from the car park opening (owned by the CCDRCC) down to just past the play equipment. Awaiting quote. Cllr Chester said that the County Council may be liable for this ditch and that they may be willing to carry our more preventative works. The Clerk was asked to check with Cllr Soons.
2. Vandalism at Erskine Centre mid-July Vandalism at the playground and Erskine Centre was reported to the Police. Police replied that they would increase the number of drive arounds for the summer holidays. No further evidence of vandalism seen. One of the incidences was an accident and the youngster involved came forward and apologised.
3. 3.Gas pipes under Silver Tree Way - Gas pipes in Silver Tree Way. Clerk hit a dead wall and was unable to find out anything further. Cllr Dexter managed to take a photo of the pipes running under the surface. Cllr Chester aware. See item 7 for further information.
4. The new build houses in Silver Tree Way. The Enforcement Planning Dept are well aware of the problem and will ensure the houses meet with their recommendations before being sold. Clerk emailed the estate agent selling the house to tell them about the enforcement notice against this particular property. 
5. The Chair reminded all Councillors that the Councillor’s Code of Conduct needs to be respected at all times and not just at meetings. 
6. Wicksteed carried out the service on the accessible roundabout. All is dry in the chamber with no signs of rust but the bearing ring is showing signs of wear and is binding during rotation. Quote £2904.50 to replace. Cllr Cardy questioned whether an actual service has been carried out as he had just filled up the chamber with grease less that 6 weeks after the service. Clerk to ask Wicksteed what they actually did for the £240 service.
7. The playground is now compliant with H&S and has a new sign in situ.
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CLERK

	6
	No County Councillor’s report was received due to apology sent. However, the new Highways contract is due to start soon. There is to be a consultation on the junction on the A140, at Earl Soham, everyone can add a comment. Clerk to send out the link.
	

CLERK

	7
	The District Councillor’s report was received. 
1. August has been a fairly quiet month and the Council will next meet at the end of September. Temporary new housing is to be built for homeless people which is a statutory requirement for local authorities. 
2. Cllr Chester also asked if the Parish Council had thought about starting up and maintaining a Food Bank service to help people over the coming winter. Members of the Council agreed it was a good idea and would think about how and where this could be done in the village and discuss it at the next meeting.
3. Cllr Chester also discussed the non-adoption of Silver Tree Way by Suffolk Highways. Highways say that the work was carried out by a non-approved contractor and Cllr Chester wants to know why this wasn’t picked up by the building control officer. He has a plan and hopes to find some answers by the next meeting. Cllr McGhee will also carry out some research into responsibilities.
	




All Council



Cllr Chester
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	8
	Parish Councillor reports:
1. Cllr Cardy. VAS machine is on order. The clips should fit the new machine. The position of the pole was discussed as it was felt that it may cause the red angry face to show when drivers were slowing down. AS Parish Councils now have to pay for new poles it was decided to leave the pole where it is for now and to monitor the system and then decide if the pole ought to be moved. The Clerk was asked to find out why the pole was placed there in the first place and to ask how much it would cost to re-site the pole at a later date.
2. Cllr Dexter – In her absence the Clerk spoke for her. She wondered if there was a chance to have a Council notice board at the end of Silver Tree Way for residents to see. After some discussion it was decided that the village had two notice boards already and that all information was on the website and in the Benefice magazine that all parishioners in the village receive, so no new notice board was needed. However, her second idea was to have a metal railing installed along the pavement next to the exit/entrance to Silver Tree way along the pavement towards the village. The Clerk was asked to research the feasibility for this and the costings.
3. Cllr McGhee asked if a community speed watch team could be started up in the village. The Clerk will send him all the relevant information and discuss it at the next meeting. There needs to be 6 volunteers before training can begin.
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CLERK

	9
	Planning Applications 
1. DC/23/1348/HH – 41 Majors Close, Chedburgh, IP29 4UN - a. double garage to side elevation; b. single storey rear extension; c. vehicular access (Consultation ends 21 September 2023). Council looked at the documents and no objections or comments were raised. Clerk to reply to Planning Department.
	



CLERK

	10
	Financial Officer’s Report was received as follows.
1. All bank transactions since the last meeting were discussed and signed off for payment (self governance) (plus invoices from last meeting which hadn’t been signed due to Clerk error)
	Invoice detail
	Details of Payee
	Amount £
	Statute Power
	BACS or Cheque NO

	018
	Clerk pay April, May 2023 plus overtime hours
	735.39
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	019
	Clerk PAYE April, May, June 2023 plus overtime hours
	37.40
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	020
	Clerk monthly pay (in arrears) for June 2023
	317.04
	S1
	SO

	2598
	CAS for SSL certificate
	39.00
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	ICO annual Certificate
	35.00
	S112LGA 1972
	BACS

	4787
	McGregor Services x 1 cut of Silver Tree Way grassland
	84
	Ss9-10 Open Spaces Act 1910
	BACS

	
	Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh - Annual Grant for 2-23-24
	350
	S137 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh Remainder of annual grant for 2022-23
	136.29
	S137 LGA 1972
	BACS

	2362
	Hire of hall for the Coronation
	100
	S19 LGA 1972
	BACS

	4843
	McGregor’s Services x 1 cut of Silver Tree Way grassland
	84
	Ss9-10 Open Spaces Act 1910
	BACS

	LCO02050
	BHIB insurance
	614.30
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	822421
	Wicksteed Roundabout service
	240
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	19062
	Supply and install of mandatory info sign on playground 
G Signs and Design Ltd
	258.90
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	4862
	McGregor’s 1 cut to Silver Tree Way field
	84
	Ss9-10 Open Spaces Act 1910
	BACS

	021
	Clerk July monthly salary
	317.04
	S112 LGA 1972
	SO

	022
	Clerk August monthly salary
	317.04
	S112 LGA 1972
	SO

	023
	Clerk expenses 9July – September 23)
	71.05
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	1244704
	WSC election expenses
	81.91
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	McAfee annual subscription
	40.99
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	CLERK4893
	McGregor’s 1 cut to Silver Tree Way field
	84
	Ss9-10 Open Spaces Act 1910
	BACS


2. The Bank balance as of September 10th 2023 was £36.712.55
3. Quarter 1 spending is to budget.
4. Savings balance stands at £25,432. All earmarked for future projects
	





















CLERK

	11
	Clerk’s report 
1. Accessible roundabout and its service. Clerk to contact Wicksteed and ask what the service entailed. Cllr Cardy would like to buy some grease in syringe type packs. Cllr Smith proposed, Cllrs Sellars seconded and the following vote was unanimous. Clerk asked that that vote could be used in continuum for future purchases of grease. Council agreed. Cllr Cardy to buy grease.
2. VAS machine purchase update. Clerk phoned manufacturer who gave a rough quote of 12 weeks from order date.
3. VAS H&S documentation complete. High Viz jacket given to VAS co-ordinator.
4. Research on visit to Gt Blakenham Recycle Centre. Clerk asked to book a date in early 2024 for 10 visitors.
5. Salt bins in Silver Tree Way. Clerk to write to Carrs and ask for a contribution to the cost of this salt or to ask if they would sponsor the cost of the salt for the year. Highways are about to fill all grit bins. Please contact the Clerk if there is a bin missed for a refill.
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CLERK

	12
	Land Registry for Erskine Centre. Chevington Prish Council agree to pay half of the costs estimated at £3000 plus VAT. Clerk asked to contact local solicitor to arrange this and to email CCDRCC Chair about decision.
	

CLERK

	13
	BT Box update. Cllr Chester’s locality budget grant is in the Council’s bank account. Cllr Cardy is to take the lead on researching who can add shelving, boxes and/ or information boards to the box. Suggestions for use included Food Bank, seed bank, book exchange, seedling exchange, tourist information, solar lights to light up the village name plate. Councillors to research options and discuss next meeting. NB There is some extra money in the funds to be used against this project. Chair to research shelving.
	


All Council

CHAIR

	14
	Updating playground. Following a discussion, it was decided that the drainage needs to be sorted out before paying out for new equipment. However, once the drainage has been sorted the Council should look at installing equipment for older children and young adults such as a trim trail and possibly an all-weather basketball court. The Clerk was asked to look into funding opportunities from Sports England. Clerk was also asked to write to SALC to ask if the Council can approach all the larger businesses in Chedburgh to see if they would sponsor or donate money towards this project.
	



CLERK

CLERK

	15
	Emergency Plan for Chedburgh. Following a discussion, it was decided to invite Suffolk County Officer Emergency Plan Officer to come and talk to the Council. The Clerk was asked to arrange this. Once the Council had met with this Officer a public meeting would be arranged.
	


CLERK

	16
	Items for next agenda – 
1. Emergency Plan meeting
2. Community Speed Watch Team update
3. BT Box update
4. Food Bank
5. Metal fencing by Silver Tree Way entrance/exit on A143
6. Funding for new play equipment 
7. Adoption of Silver Tree Way
8. Accessible roundabout service

	



Date of next meeting: Monday October 23rd at 7.30pm
Meeting ended at:  21.23 hours


SIGNED: ………………………………………………………………………..                      Date ……………..
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