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[bookmark: _Hlk132711281]CHEDBURGH PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES FOR ANNUAL GENERAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday 22nd May 2023
Attendees: Cllr Rickard, Cllr Cardy, Cllr Smith, Cllr Sellars, W S D Cllr Chester. Ms A Savage (Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh), Dr G Dillon, (Chair CCDRCC), Mrs |F Betts, RFO & Clerk and two parishioners.
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1. Election of Chair and apologies for absence. Cllr Smith proposed by Cllr Rickard, Seconded by Cllr Cardy with following vote being unanimous for Cllr Smith to take over as Chair. He thanked Cllr Rickard for standing up as Chair for the past five months. Apologies received included Cllr Soons, Mrs C Fitzgerald
	

	2. Public Participation. 
1. Parishioner stood and requested help from the Parish Council with regard to an enforcement planning matter. They have been working with Cllr Chester (District Councillor) to ensure that a window that overlooks their property has the obscure glass windows (as instructed from the planning application) and not the clear glass installed that is the situation at the moment. The developer is going to appeal the Planning Department’s decision. The parishioners wish the fact be that they have had to take the lead on all the work with this issue and feel that the Planning Dept have not been pro-active in the matter. They wish this to be commented on via the Parish Council’s Minutes. Clerk to resend the original email to all Parish Councillors and for the Clerk to write to the Planning Department’s Enforcement Team to ask for clarification.
2. A parishioner asked if the Clerk could write to local estate agents and ask them to remove their ‘For Sale’ boards from the edge of Paddocks Way and place them at the actual property up for sale. The number of boards seems to have multiplied just lately and it makes the village look cluttered and they are a bit of an eye sore.
3. The same parishioner requested that the PC take further advice from WSC about the deterioration of the building that is the Marquis of Cornwallis, potentially becoming a health and safety risk. Would it be possible to have the Asset Community Status lifted so that this building can be either sold or rebuilt. Clerk was asked to ask for more information from WSC.
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	3. Declaration of Councillors’ Interests and signing of all forms was completed. Clerk to scan and send on to Electoral Services at WSC.
	
CLERK

	4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th March 2023 were signed as a true and accurate representation.
	

	5. Election of a new Vice Chair for coming year. Cllr Rickard was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Sellars with the following vote being unanimous for Cllr Rickard to be Vice Chair. Chair and Vice Chair signed the governance forms.
	

	6. The following portfolio holders were elected.
1. SALC representative. The Clerk. Proposed by Cllr Rickard Seconded by Cllr Smith. Following vote unanimous
2. Health & Safety and Risk Assessment Officer. The Clerk. Proposed by Cllr Sellars, seconded by Cllr Rickard. Following vote unanimous.
3. CCDRCC Representative. Cllr Sellars. Proposed by Cllr Cardy, seconded by Cllr Rickard. Following vote unanimous.
	

	7. The County Councillor’s report was received in her absence and a copy can be found on the Parish Council’s website. She had sent in an email regarding the latest on the speed limit on A143 and the fact that a survey has been booked in to be carried out on July 11th 2023. The Council looked at the map where the survey equipment is to be placed and agreed that they were the best places to be surveyed.
The Clerk was asked to relay this back to Cllr Soons
	





CLERK

	8. The District Councillor’s report was received. Following his successful re-election (uncontested) The Chair congratulated him
1. Non adoption of Mulberry Way. Following a discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would contact SALC and ask what the PC’s legal and moral responsibility would be.
2. The Tree Officers had visited the village to do a survey of all the trees and this has resulted in several diseased trees being removed, notably from Major’s Close ad Chestnut Crescent. Cllr Chester will see if he can obtain some young trees to replace these ones.
	



CLERK


Cllr Chester

	9. Planning Applications. 
1. DC/23/0668/HH. The Farm Barn, The Street. Chedburgh. IP29 4UH. Single storey link between dwelling and outbuilding. (Consultation ends May 25th 2023). No objections
2. DC/23/0669/LB. The Farm barn, The Street, Chedburgh. IP29 4UH. Single storey link between dwelling and outbuilding. (Consultation ends May 25th 2025) No objections
3. Awaiting progress report from last meeting’s applications.
	


CLERK


10 To receive Financial Officer’s Report
1. Received
	Invoice detail
	Details of payer
	Amount £
	Statute Power
	BACS/Cheque 

	500695
	West Suffolk Council
	11,000.00
	S41 Local Government Finance Act 1992
	BACS


2. To authorise payment of the following invoices: 
	Invoice detail
	Details of Payee
	Amount £
	Statute Power
	BACS or Cheque NO

	4748
	McGregor Services - Cut grass at Mulberry Park. All areas
	120.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10
	300318

	4761
	McGregor Services – cut tracks at Mulberry Park
	84.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10
	300319

	26968
	SALC annual membership
	311.31
	S112 LGA 1972
	300320

	26751
	SALC payroll
	22.80
	S112 LGA 1972
	300321

	383
	Internal Auditor
	120.00
	S112 LGA 1972
	300322

	n/a
	Chedburgh Parish Council Lloyd’s account (transfer)
	25682.00
	S112 LGA 1972
	300323

	n/a
	Chedburgh Parish Council Lloyd’s account (transfer)
	9,000
	S112 LGA 1972
	300324



	a. All bank transactions since the last meeting (self governance) were discussed and agreed upon and cheques were signed. Clerk to post to invoicee 
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council
	


CLERK

	b. Creation of Lloyd’s Treasurer’s bank account. Update and sign cheques for transfer of funds and sign for internet banking. Sign letter closing Unity Trust Bank account.
	

CLERK

	c. AGAR forms signed. Internal Auditor’s report read out. Finances passed audit.
	CLERK

	d. Mandate for RFO to set up a Standing Order so that Clerk gets paid monthly. Proposer Cllr Rickard seconded Cllr Smith. Following vote unanimous.
	

	e. Mandate to RFO to pay regular invoices as they appear. As per internal banking financial standing orders from January 2023. Invoices to be presented at next meeting for verification 
	

	f. Sign Asset register
	

	
10. Clerk’s report
1. Verge in Paddock Way. Suffolk Highways not prepared to move the kerb and insist it is up to the residents to park out of the way of this bottle neck of road so their vehicles can get past. Cllrs discussed and decided to continue to report regularly so that Suffolk Highways can see the problem. Clerk advised them to post photos on to the portal as videos didn’t always work. 
2. Election 2023. Once the completed forms have been sent back to Electoral Services this Election period will be complete. Chedburgh Parish Council have 4 Councillors and 3 vacancies.
3. Grass cutting in Mulberry Park. Following an incident earlier in the spring McGregors will continue to cut the edges monthly and the main area twice a year.
4. The sign for the play area is in process
5. Coronation Event. The Big Help Out Volunteer Day. Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh organised a litter pick around the village. All equipment supplied by West Suffolk Council. Flower seeds given to all participants provided by Chedburgh Parish Council
6. Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh. The wilding of Paddocks Way is under way. 
7. Little Tea Pots Event on field with a helicopter visiting.  Insurance company will not insure such an event and advise not to allow this event to go ahead. Little Tea Pots have been advised.
8. Request received about having an electric charger point installed in the village. This item will be added to the next agenda with the Clerk approaching the CCDRCC if they have any plans to adda charging point in their car park.
9. Request for use of playing field x 2. Clerk to compose a non liability and regulation for users’ letter and reply to both requests that the parish Council give them permission to use the field but not to have exclusive rights and to clean up after themselves.
10. Cutting back of vegetation on footpath by Stonehouse Farmhouse has been noted. It is a Chevington Parish Council issue as the footpath runs within their boundary. 

	






























CLERK

	.        
11. Erskine Centre Deeds. The Clerk has asked an Archivist to collate the documents the Parish Council have and to report back for future Clerks and Councils to know this history. The Erskine Centre is not currently on the Land Registry and a local solicitors can do this service. Clerk to contact the Chair of the CCDRCC and ask if he wishes the Parish Council to do this. Cost under £2,000 plus VAT. It was also proposed to ask Chevington Parish Council if they wished to contributed to the cost as they are record as being Custodian Trustees to the Erskine Centre alongside Chedburgh Parish Council.

	







CLERK

	12. Playing Field in Chedburgh and PC’s responsibilities.
The Clerk has spoken to Greene and Greene Solicitors who have the original documents which say that the ‘Title Absolute belongs to Chedburgh Parish Council’. Therefore, the PC is entirely responsible for all costs relating to the field and equipment. It has been registered on the Land Registry (June 1992)
The drainage of the field needs to be looked at and as the CCDRCC’s car park is also prone to flood it was suggested that this be done as one job. Clerk to liaise with the Chair of CCDRCC
	







CLERK

	14. Purchase of new VAS machine.
Following a discussion looking at the research sent to all Councillors relating to buying a new VAS machine it was decided that the Clerk should obtain quotes for two machines. One solar panel run one and one battery run one and to enquire about data capture. To add this to the next agenda for the final decision.
	




CLERK

	15. Items for next agenda
1. VAS machine purchase
2. Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh Autumn plan
3. Disputed planning application
4. Adoption of Mulberry Park
5. Marquis of Cornwall and removing Community Asset status
6. Electric charging point
7. Flooding in car park and playing field
	



Date of next meeting: Monday July 10th at 7.30pm
Meeting ended 21.45hours

Signed: ………………………………………………………….     Date:  ……………………..
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