Deeds and Documents held at Greene & Greene Solicitors, BSE                                                               Website: http://chedburgh.onesuffolk.net

[bookmark: _Hlk132711281]CHEDBURGH PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES FOR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Monday January 20th 2025

Attendees: Cllr A Smith, Cllr Sellars, Cllr Rickard, Cllr McGhee, Cllr Pettit, W S D Cllr Chester, four members of the public, rep from CCDRCC and Mrs Betts (Clerk/RFO)
Apologies: Cllr Simmons and SCCllr Soons
	1
	Welcome by Chair and apologies for absence given.

	2
	Public Participation
1. Suffolk County Councillor Report – can be found on the website
2. West Suffolk Councillor Report. 
1. Cllr Chester spoke about the probability of devolution in Suffolk in 18 months’ time or so. WSC and SCC will become one Council and Suffolk may join Norfolk. 
2. He also spoke about the high cost and strain on the budget maintaining their legal responsibilities to the homeless situation in the area. They are looking at solutions.
3. Marquis of Cornwallis building is falling down and in bad state of repair. Cllr Chester has contacted WSC to ensure it is made safe. WSC have contacted the owner and will most probably go down the legal route to ensure the building is made safe and not a danger to anyone.
4. He also spoke about the fallen tree on the boundary land of the pub (See item 5:6). According the records at WSC this strip of land is owned by the Parish Council who made a planning application 4 years ago to have the TPO (245 (1997) tree pollarded, but it suffers from Ash dieback. Clerk to investigate ownership of this tree and indeed of any other parcels of land around the village and to ask the tree surgeon to carry out any work needed on this tree.                                                                                  ACTION:CLERK
3. Members of the Public – interest from parishioner to stand as Parish Councillor
1. Mrs Jones stood and spoke of her interest in standing as a co-opted Councillor. After her short speech the Council voted to co-opt her onto the Council Cllr Jones took her seat at the table.
2. A representative from Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh spoke about the future plans they have for the wildlife areas in the village. Their aim to have pockets of rewilded areas across the village for the wildlife to live in. They are also working with WSC on Paddocks Way again but in a much smaller way. They are keen to have more volunteers and asked the Clerk to advertise in the next Benefice magazine.                                                                ACTION:CLERK

	3
	No declaration of Councillor’s interests stated.

	4
	The Minutes of the meetings held on 2nd December 2024 were approved and signed.

	5
	Chair’s Report and progress reports for information
1. Amenity land at end of Silver Tree Way – request for funding. The residents of Silver Tree Way have been given permission to make good the area that was the builders’ compound. They aim to take down the fence panels and put in a knee height rail and clear the brambles to make the ground good. They hope to add picnic benches and/or make it a wild life area. The Council discussed this and decided to ask the residents to obtain quotes for the work and then present them to the Council who will decide how much financial help they will give depending the pricing of the quotes. The Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh group are keen to work with them on the rewilding and the Clerk will send emails to her contact. Clerk to organise.                                                                                                                       ACTION:CLERK
2. Playground update. The handyman is continuing to spruce this area up.
3. Quote for fencing. The contractor came back with the information that the gate is 1.2m wide (which is wide enough for most double buggies). Cllr Smith proposed, Cllr Sellars seconded and the following vote was unanimous for the Clerk to contact the contractor to ask for him to erect metal fencing and a gate on the land at the entrance of the playground just beyond the bundt separating the play area with the car park.                                            ACTION:CLERK
4. Clerk vacancy. Interviews are scheduled for the end of January
5. Organise meeting for public regarding Emergency Plan. It was suggested to hold this meeting at the same time as the Annual Meeting. Clerk to check the hall and speakers are free.
                                                                                                                                         ACTION:CLERK
6. Trees in land opposite Marquis of Cornwallis pub behind detached houses (See item 2:4
7. King’s portrait. The Chair asked the CCDRCC rep if the portrait could be hung on the wall in the Stirling Room. She said she would take this suggestion back to the CCDRCC committee.

	6
	Parish Councillors reports
1. Cllr McGhee – 1:1 Community speed watch locations and applications. The Clerk now has 2 completed volunteer forms which she will send to the Suffolk Police Constable who she deals with.                                                                                             ACTION:CLERK                                              
                          1:2 VAS data. Numbers remain similar to other months with the average speed at 2
Just under 29mph. Cllr McGhee has tried to contact Horringer Clerk to ask for their data. Clerk will also contact them and ask for this data.                                        ACTION:CLERK
                          1:3 Santa Fun Run raised just over £160 which has been sent to Little Tea Pots. There is a suggestion that this will happen again this year on December 21st.
2. Cllr Sellars – 
3. Cllr Rickard – Pantry. Cllr Rickard has filled up the hut several times over the past month and several people have made generous donations. The Clerk was asked to print out a ‘user beware’ sign and to ‘check dates on product before consumption’ as the PC does not have control of donations.                                                                        ACTION:CLERK
It was also agreed to print off some feedback forms as the scheme has been running 12 months now.                                                                                                        ACTION:CLERK
4. Cllr Pettit – DBS check update. This is ongoing. 

	7
	Clerk’s report and actions
1. Changes to internet bank authorities are in process 
2. Bank holiday for VE Day – hire of the hall. Booked for 10th May all day
3. Hire of hall is £10 per hour for the PC. Clerk contacted CCDRCC Treasurer and she states that it has been this rate since the previous Clerk.
4. Grit bin on Majors Close refill requested
5. Grant applied for from WSC Capital Sports Fund
6. McGregor Services to continue with grass cutting service to Mulberry Place (aka end of Silver Tree Way) for upcoming year.

	8
	Planning Applications. 
Nothing new

	9
	To receive Financial Officer’s Report 
1.Discuss and sign off all bank transactions since the last meeting (self governance) 
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council
Proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Sellars with the following vote unanimous to pay the following invoices and documents.
	Invoice detail
	Details of Payee
	Amount £
	Statue Power
	Payment method

	055
	Clerk monthly salary Dec 2024
	353.68
	S112 LGA 1972
	SO

	056
	Clerk expenses
	7.20
	S112 LGA 1972
	

	2553
	CCDRCC hall hire
	20
	S133 LGA 1972
	BACS

	2564
	CCDRCC hall hire 
	20
	s133 LGA 1972
	BACS

	2574
	CCDRCC hall hire
	20
	S133 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	P Wright DIY and supplies
	112.47
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	Donation to Little Tea Pots following Santa Fun Run
	160.80
	S137 LGA 1972
	BACS



2. Bank account balance as of 20th January 2025 £7,765.21 
3. Savings account balance as of 20th January 2025 £16,412.25 
4. Adopt Precept for 2025-26. Agreed - £13,000. Form signed.
5. Financial standing orders were re-adopted and signed by the Chair
6. Standing orders were re-adopted and signed by the Chair


	13
	V E Day plans. Following a lively discussion it was decided to:
· Have the raising of the flag and the lighting of the beacon on Monday May 5th and to have a community get-together on Saturday May 10th. A small working party is to be formed. Clerk was asked to advertise this on social media to gain interest. The Saturday event would consist of a pop-up pub, for the village choir to sing some 1940s songs, some vintage military vehicles, a possible fun run for under 12s around the field and for people to dress up in 1940s style clothing.                                                                                                                             ACTION:CLERK

	14
	Agenda Items for next meeting
1. Update on VE Day celebrations
2. Update on Youth Council
3. Update on TPO tree
4. Update on emergency meeting/annual meeting

	15
	Date of next meeting Monday March 3rd 2025



Meeting ended at: 21.10 hours






SIGNED:  …………………………………………………………………………………  DATE ……………………………………………………..
2

