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[bookmark: _Hlk132711281]CHEDBURGH PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES FOR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Monday 18th March 2024
Attendees: Cllr A Smith, Cllr Rickard, Cllr Sellars, Cllr McGhee, Cllr Simmons, Cllr Pettit, Mrs F Betts (Clerk/RFO) and three parishioners.
Apologies: SCCllr K Soons and WSCllr M Chester
	No
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1
	Welcome by Chair and apologies for absence.
	

	2
	No declaration of Councillors’ Interests 
	

	3
	Public Participation. 
1. Suffolk County Councillor’s Report. This report has previously been circulated to all Councillors.
2. West Suffolk Councillor’s Report. This report has previously been circulated to all Councillors
3. A member of the parish wished to join the Council. Having introduced herself officially to the Council and requesting that she be co-opted on the Council to fill one of the three vacancies Cllr Sellars proposed, Cllr Rickard seconded and the following vote was unanimous for Mrs Hazel Simmons to join the Council. Cllr Simmons duly took her seat at the table.
4. A member of the parish wished to join the Council. Having introduced herself officially to the Council and requesting that she be co-opted on the Council to fill one of the two vacancies Cllr Smith proposed, Cllr Rickard seconded and the following vote was unanimous for Ms Charlotte Pettit to join the Council. Cllr Pettit duly took her seat at the table. The Clerk gave them both the necessary forms to complete
5. A Parishioner spoke of his concern over the non-adoption of Silver Tree Way. The Clerk was asked to email both Cllr Soons and Cllr Chester for them both to re-look at this situation. Chedburgh Parish Council is very concerned for the future of this development and the associated home owners and for the future it may hold over the village. The parishioner mentioned that the field at the bottom of the development meant for the village’s use as a public amenity was in the hand of The Crown. What does this mean for the village? The Clerk was asked to write a flyer that could be dropped through all letter boxes to ask homeowners what they knew about this situation.
	










Cllr Simmons & Cllr Pettit
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	4
	The Minutes of the Meetings held on January 22nd 2024 were signed as a true record
	

	5
	Chair’s Report 
1. Resignation of Cllr S Smith. Cllr A Smith thanked Cllr S Smith for her time given to the Parish Council.
2. Playground update including revamp, remedial work to play area hedges, ditch and ash trees and emails Clerk has received.  The Clerk has now met with three contractors. One quoted over £10,000 the other two refused to quote as the work was too much for them to do. The Clerk met with WSC Landscape Supervisor from the Parks and Gardens Team. He suggested digging out the length of ditch from the entrance to just beyond the play equipment AND grubbing out all the hedgerows and trees. Replant with trees and native hedging. Use spoil to fill in the dips in the area (such as in front of the small hillock). He has supplied the Clerk with the contact details of the company WSC used in West Stow. Clerk and Chair met with a play equipment supply company who has sent in a quote for various sections of work. Following a discussion, it was decided for the Clerk to ask the Tree Surgeon to write a report on the health of the trees in this area of the play area with a view of removing them and to then to ask for a quote for the digging out of the ditch and removal of all hedgerow and trees. This discussion has been brough to the fore due to the fallen trees on the playing field last month. All ten ash trees are showing signs of Ash Die Back disease and need remedial work asap. Clerk to ask for a quote to pollard the willow trees on the CCDRCC’s land by the ditch and car park.
3. Flooding issues in Queen’s Lane – update. SCC say it is a private matter for householders to deal with and not a SCC problem. They have nothing that indicates to them that they need to carry out any remedial work apart from regular clearing out the gullies.
4. Councillor Training was very well received.
5. Handy person – appointed on an ad hoc basis. Chair to liaise and request he sends in all invoices for repayment of expenses
6. Notice board on Chevington Road – Chap from Chevington is busy at the moment but has it on his list
7. Glazing issues on new houses Silver Tree Way – WSC Planning Enforcement Officer is totally aware of the situation
8. BT box electricity supply quote which is just short of £2000. Following this the Clerk had an electrician look at the wires in the BT phone box and to detect the voltage of the electricity to the box.  There is NO live ELECTRICITY going to the wires. The wires are behind a metal box. With this information the Chair is happy to start with kitting out the phone box with the interpretation boards and book shelves. Clerk to write a risk assessment and buy signage for H&S management.
9. Estate Agent boards are once again being placed on public land and not on the associated property land. Clerk to write to offending estate agents and request removal
10. Street lighting. Response from SCC via Cllr Soons “Thank you for your enquiry regarding the operating times of streetlights in Chedburgh, where the lights are owned by both the county council and West Suffolk council. The lights owned by the county council in Chestnut Crescent are operating on part night settings in accordance with the county’s part night lighting policy. Where county council owned lights are on the main roads, or where located alongside West Suffolk council’s, these operate all night due to traffic volumes and to avoid a situation where some lights are part night lit whilst others operate all night in the same road. The majority of lights in Chedburgh are owned by West Suffolk council and they have not implemented part night lighting across all their lights at present, however we believe this is something that is considered where raised locally.”
11. Email from parishioner regarding noise from sewage plant in Queen’s Lane. Council agreed this was an individual matter and not something the Parish Council could deal with.
12. Marquis of Cornwallis and windows being opened. A parishioner had contacted the Chair regarding activity at the disused pub. The Chair contacted WSC building regs Officer and is to take photographs of any unusual activity and alert his department.
The monthly Thursday coffee morning had the local PCSO attend and she also spoke about taking photos of unusual activity at or around the pub
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	6
	Parish Councillor’s reports
1. Cllr McGhee – VAS data. Cllr McGee is in contact with Horringer PC to compare data. Since the VAS machine has been on the A143 61,000 vehicles are driven towards Haverhil with an average speed of 34.6mph (speed limit is 30mph). The VAS has been moved to the opposite side of the A143 catching vehicles speed gong towards Bury St Edwards. Once data is collected this can be compared with the data from the other side of the road. The batteries do not appear to have a very long shelf life.
2. Cllr Sellars – 1. Community Pantry update. The pantry opened in early February and the food products are going but going slowly and the boxes have been restocked once. Following a short discussion, it was decided to advertise the pantry on the village Facebook page and to place a poster advertising it on the large notice board by the bus stop and to consider to include sanitary items and basic toiletries. Cllr Sellars has also received some donations from parishioners who the Council would like to thank. If the best before dates are getting short Cllr Sellars can donate these items to a larger foodbank in Bury St Edmunds so they get used.
                      2. Cllr Sellars has started discussions with the CCDRCC committee and members of the Parochial Church Council regarding a village questionnaire. The PCC will email copies of Chevington questionnaire as a baseline for Chedburgh’s questionnaire. The PC agreed paying half of the printing costs and to the questionnaire being handed out with the Benefice magazine.
	










Cllr Sellars



PCC member and Cllr Sellars


	7
	Planning Applications. 
1. DC/24/0250/VAR - Unit 1 Bury Road Business Park Bury Road Chedburgh Bury St Edmunds Planning application - variation of condition 2 of DC/21/2410/FUL to enable drgs 4265-03H, 4265-04D and4265-05C to replace drgs 4265-03D, 4265-04C and 4265-05A. No objections
2. DC/23/1348/HH - RE-CONSULTATION IN RESPECT OF A PLANNING PROPOSAL 41 Majors Close, Chedburgh, Suffolk, IP29 4UN - PROPOSAL Householder planning application - a. double garage to side Elevation; b. single storey rear extension; c. vehicular access (Consultation ends 29th January 2024) – no objections from Council.
3. DC/23/2033/HH 1 Tudor Close, Chedburgh. IP29 4XD – a.front porch b. single storey rear extension (following demolition of conservatory) (No objections)
4. Dc/23/2037/TPO Street Record Kings PRK, Chedburgh. TPO 274 (1999) – one weeping willow T1 on plan T26 on order – overall crown reduction upto 4 metres. (No objections)
5. Appeal – AP/23/0051/HAS previously DC/21/2404/HH 6 Kings PRK Chedburgh IP29 4TY – a. two storey front and side extension b. porch c. single storey side and rear extension d.partial conversion of garage (Appeal started 13th December 2023)
6. DC/23/1753/TPO – 3 Tudor Close, Chedburgh. IP29 4XDTPO 502 (2010) tree preservation order - one Oak (T1 on plan and order) a. reduce upper crown growing towards house by one metre b. crown lift by five metres c. reduce upper central limb growing towards footpath by two metres. No objections (awaiting decision)
	

	8
	To receive Financial Officer’s Report 
1. Proposed by Cllr McGhee, seconded by Cllr Sellars with the following vote being unanimous to sign off all bank transactions since the last meeting (self governance).
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council
	Invoice detail
	Details of Payee
	Amount £
	Statute Power
	BACS or Cheque NO

	033
	Clerk January salary
	341.00
	S112 LGA 1972
	SO

	034
	Clerk February salary
	341.00
	S112 LGA 1972
	S0

	035
	Clerk Annual Use of the Home fee
	160
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	036
	Clerk expenses
	32.40
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	037
	Clerk overtime for Jan/Feb 2024
	298.50
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	28140
	SALC Councillor Training shared with Chevington Parish Council
	305.40
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	2424
	CCDRCC Hire of the hall
	80.00
	S119 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	Stuart Bradnam – pollarding large willow
	696
	S19 LGA 1976
	BACS

	5008
	McGregor Services Cut hedge at play ground
	120
	S119 LGA 1972
	BACS

	n/a
	Cllr Sellars – purchase of supplies for Community Pantry
	79.59
	S137 LGA 1976
	BACS

	2458
	CCDRCC hire of the hall – 2 hours 
	£20
	S119 LGA 1972
	BACS


1. Bank account balance as of 18th March 2024 £27,001.04
2. Sign off invoices
3. Sign off Financial Risk Assessment
4. Sign of Internal Control Report
5. Sign off Internal Control Statement
6. Sign off Asset Register
7. Sign off Internet Banking Protocol update
8. RFO requested that CCDRCC invoices and payments be added to the Internet Financial Standing Order list for quicker payment. Full Council agreed.
9. WSC’s grass cutting quote for 2024 was signed off
	















	9
	Clerk’s report and actions
1. Lighting in Chedburgh
2. Revamp of notice board
3. Meeting with playground contractor
4. Drainage in playground
5. Ditch contractors x 2. Now have three quotes
6. WSC grass cutting contract
7. Questionnaire – PC working with PCC & CCDRCC 
8. Lone Working Policy. Following on from the training earlier this year the Clerk has been advised to write a policy. Council agreed to her using the SALC model but to make it relevant to Chedburgh Parish Council employees
9. Cloud storage for all documents. Following on from the training it was suggested that this is a legal requirement following GDPR regulations and the Clerk should look into purchasing this for the Council’s files
10. Emails from parishioners who live on Silver Tree Way (See item 3:5)
11. Emails regarding state of the playground. Several parents have commented on the state of the ground during the half term school holiday. `
12. Email regarding estate agent boards dotted around the village (See item 5:9)
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	10
	Community Speed Watch Team. Chevington’s CSW Team are happy for Chedburgh to join them and will arrange a meeting at the Greyhound Pub later this month to discuss plans. Clerk to contact Haverhill Police to meet to discuss locations
	

CLERK

	11
	Items for the next agenda
1. Road signs around the village
2. Community Speed Watch Team
3. Questionnaire
4. Working Party for revamp of play area
	


MEETING ENDED AT 21.25 HOURS
Date of next meeting: Monday May 20th at 7.30pm Annual Parish Meeting followed by Annual General Parish Meeting at 8pm


CHAIR: ………………………………………………………………………………….      DATE: …………………………………….
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