CHEDBURGH PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES FOR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
 Monday January 16th 2023
Attendees: Cllr Rickard (Vice Chair), Cllr Hill, Cllr Cardy, Cllr Smith, W S D Cllr Chester, eight members of the public, and Clerk/RFO Mrs Betts.
	
	SUBJECT
	ACTION

	1
	Vice Chair welcomed everyone. As Chair has stepped down due to moving out of the village a vote was proposed for Cllr Rickard (vice Chair) to be promoted to Chair for the remaining time of this Council period. Cllr Smith proposed, Cllr Hill seconded the proposal for Cllr Rickard to be Chair. The following vote was unanimous and Cllr Rickard is now Chair. She welcomed everyone and announced that no apologies had been sent.

	

	2
	The following declarations of interest by Councillors were received. Cllr Smith’s wife is a member of the public due to speak at Item 4, and Cllr Cardy is the applicant at Item 9.

	

	3
	Minutes of the last meetings held on 17th October 2022, 21st November 2022 and 3rd January 2023 were verified as being a true and accurate record having been proposed by Cllr Hill, seconded by Cllr Smith and the following vote being unanimous, The Chair duly signed them.
	

	4
	Public Participation.
1. A parishioner came forward and asked to be considered for co-option as a Parish Councillor on to the Council. Following a short verbal resume as to why he wished to join the Council, Cllr Cardy proposed, Cllr Rickard seconded for Mr Shaun Sellars to join the Council as a Parish Council. The following vote was unanimous and the Clerk invited Cllr Sellars to join the table. He duly signed the co-option form and was given the Register of Interest form to sign and return to the Clerk.
2. A parishioner asked if the Council had researched into buying a new flag for the flagpole on Memorial Green. A new rope for the pole is also needed. The Clerk had been waiting for more information about this purchase and it was agreed that Cllr Smith should take up the research and buy a flag and new rope for the pole in time for the Coronation.
3. The Treasurer from the CCDRCC (management group for the Erskine Centre) asked for permission from the Parish Council to investigate the tarmacking over a piece of grass at the entrance to the carpark of the Erskine Centre. The Clerk explained that the Parish Council were ‘Trustee Custodians’ for the hall and this meant that the deeds to the hall were in the care of the Parish Council. [The Clerk does not have these deeds. The Treasurer of the CCDRCC handed the deeds over to the Clerk and asked if she could get copies and send them one of the copies. Clerk to lodge these deeds with a local Solicitor. The Clerk has not read these deeds.] The Clerk explained that the CCDRCC were elected officials having been voted in by parishioners of Chedburgh to run the hall to the benefit of all the village and therefore, they did not need permission from the Parish Council. The Treasurer replied that the CCDRCC hoped the Parish Council would help with the funding of this project and following a discussion it was decided that the CCDRCC would get some quotes and get back to the Parish Council at a later meeting. The Parish Council owns a bench and dog litter bin on the proposed site and it was decided that the re-siting of these assets would be co-ordinated with the planned work.
	






Cllr Smith






The Clerk

	5
	Chairman’s Report
1. Nothing specific to report, but happy with the progress the Clerk has made with the Council’s legal admin duties
	

	6
	Parish Councillors’ reports
1. Cllr Hill. 
1:1   Spoke about the Marquis of Cornwallis Public House see Item 15. The proposed sale fell through and following a meeting of the campaign group it was decided to wind the group up and give back all the money raised to the donors. Cllr Chester thanked all in this group for trying to save the pub. He also wished the Clerk to Minute the fact that the building was falling into disrepair and some difficult decisions as to the viability of this building may have to be made by WSC in the future. 
2. Cllr Cardy
2:1 The new bin and bench has been mounted on a new concrete slab on memorial green. The contractor took away the old bin and bench and this site now looks much smarter. He asked if the Council could move on to Phase II of this project and buy three more bins from the same manufacturer and ask the same contractor to re-site them. Clerk to organise this.
2:2 Cllr Cardy thanked Cllr Chester for the Carol Concert held earlier this month for Ukranian Christmas Eve. The Ukranian refugees that attended thought it was wonderful.
3. Cllr Smith 
3:1 The grass verge in Paddock Way is being grubbed up by the refuse collector’s lorry and it causes local householders (nos 9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,& 17) having to drive up and over the curb to avoid this area. Could the Council look into having the curb moved back? Cllr Smith will take photos for the Clerk to use when reporting this. Clerk to contact SCCllr Soons to help with this.
	

 





The Clerk



The Clerk

	7
	Suffolk County Councillor Report
Her report was sent to all Councillors last week and the Clerk has added them to the PC’s website.
	


	8
	West Suffolk District Councillor’s Report
His report has been sent to all Councillors and the Clerk has added them to the PC’s website. 
8:1 He mentioned that he has some Locality Budget money left and asked the Parish Council to suggest some local groups who may be holding a Coronation event to apply. Cllr Cardy asked if the Parish Councill could request some of this money to turn the BT box into a local information centre and interpretation about history of WWII RAF in the village. Cllr Chester will send the information to the Clerk to send on to Cllr Cardy.
8:2 CCDRCC would be interested in some of the Locality budget for a Coronation event. The Parish Councill has already booked the hall for the whole of Monday May 8th and will pay for this under s19 LGA 1976 for the use of the whole village. Cllr Chester to send them the application form too.
	
Cllr Chester & The Clerk& Cllr Cardy & CCDRCC


	9
	Planning Applications.
1. DC/22/2034/FUL - Porters Farm Queens Lane Chedburgh Suffolk IP29 4UT. Planning application - change of use of land to well-being centre comprising of a. central hub, b. therapy building, c. pets as therapy building, d. replacement storage building and animal enclosure e. installation of four camping domes f. remodelled access, parking and associated works g. replacement garage
2. DC/22/2035/LB – Porters Farm, Queen’s Lane, Chedburgh. Suffolk. IP29 4UT - Application for listed building consent - removal of the World War II Laing Hut
3. Meeting held to discuss both of the above on 03.01.2023. The Clerk read out the Parish Council’s reply which is ‘No Objection’ alongside several comments and this decision has been sent back to WSC Planning Team within the consultation period. A member of the public stood and replied to these comments. Cllr Chester said that the application has been called to the Planning Panel which consists of a meeting with the Delegate Panel and the Development Control Panel. Dates to follow
	

	10
	Responsible Financial Officer’s Report
1. Money Received
	Invoice detail
	Details of payment received
	Amount 
£
	Statute Power
	BACS or cheque

	
	VAT reclaim
	9907
	S111 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	Locality Budget grant for Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh group
	350
	Ss9-10 Open Spaces Act 1909
	BACS




2. The following invoices were approved for payment having been proposed by Cllr Rickard and seconded by Cllr Smith with the following vote unanimous that they be paid.
	Invoice detail
	Details of Payee
	Amount £
	Statute Power
	BACS or Cheque NO

	010
	Clerk mileage expenses 
	43.20
	S112 LGA 1972
	300307

	011
	Clerk/RFO salary for October, November, December 2022 plus back pay from August 2022
	870.57
	S112 LGA 1972
	300306

	012
	Clerk/RFO PAYE to HMRC for October, November, December 2022
	217.60
	S112 LGA 1972
	300305

	n/a
	Sayer Groundworks
	2376.00
	S9-10 Open Spaces Act 1906
	300304

	n/a
	Amy Savage (Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh)
	213.71
	S9-10 Open Spaces Act 1906
	300308

	n/a
	Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh. (Mrs A Savage) Transfer grant from WSC Locality Budget account. 
	350.00
	S9-10 Open Spaces Act 1906
	300309


 
3. Precept form for 2023-24 as discussed at meeting held on 21st November 2022 signed. To be scanned and sent to WSC
4. Discuss and sign off all bank transactions since the last meeting (self governance) 
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council.
5. Discussion to set up a monthly pay system for the Clerk’s salary once new bank up and running. Proposed by Cllr Hill seconded by Cllr Rickard with the following vote being unanimous for the Clerk to set up a monthly standing order to pay Clerk salary monthly.
6. Confirmation of Unity Bank’s bank account balance as of end of December 2022. £36,811.58
7. Creation of Lloyd’s Treasurer’s bank account. All Councillors signed the necessary forms. Clerk to scan and send back to Lloyds.
8. Adoption of an Internet banking standing order was discussed, to include a clause that states the Clerk can pay an invoice on receipt PROVIDING it has already been agreed and voted on at a previous meeting. All documentation to be presented to next meeting after transaction has been carried out. Proposed by Cllr Hill seconded by Cllr Sellars, with the following vote being unanimous to adopt the Internet Banking Standing Order.
9. The following documents were also proposed for adoption by Cllr Hill, seconded by Cllr Rickard with the following being vote being unanimous to adopt (1) Asset Register, (2) Standing Orders, (3) Financial Standing Orders.
10. The Treasurer from the CCDRCC alerted the Council to the fact that the Parish Council was holding approx. £3000 of their money. The RFO was not aware of this and would look in to it with a view arrange for the money to be forwarded on to the CCDRCC if there was any outstanding.
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The Clerk

	11
	Clerk’s Report 
1. Empty grit bins were reported and have now been refilled
2. McGregor Services have quoted for the field at the end of Mulberry Place/Silver Tree Way to be cut twice a year with the edges being cut monthly during the growing season. The Council discussed the quote and thought it to be acceptable. Proposed to accept quote by Cllr Rickard and seconded by Cllr Sellars with the following vote unanimous to accept the quote. The Clerk will reply to McGregor’s and include Wildlife Friendly Chedburgh to liaise with the company so that their wild flower seeds are not disturbed.
3. Grit bins in unadopted Silver Tree Way. The Parish Council have agreed to pay for salt annually to fill this grit bin. The Clerk is to buy some from a local company and arrange for it be delivered to the bin with a scoop. Proposed by Cllr Cardy, seconded by Cllr Smith with the following vote unanimous for the Clerk to buy some salt as stated above.
4. Meeting with Playground Inspector and subsequent findings. Nothing immediately needs to be done but he strongly suggested the kick board on the castle climber kit for young children to be replaced. Clerk to ask local DIY person to quote for this job. Also, a new sign needs to be installed giving postcode and ‘what3words’ in case of emergency. Clerk to research this.
5. Tankers in Queen’s Lane & Quiet Lane status for Queen’s Lane. SCC replied that the original planning application back in 1988 did not specify the route tankers should take. The Clerk said that Chevington Parish Council had looked in to having Queen’s Lane made a ‘Quiet Lane’ but that on investigation it did not meet the criteria. The Clerk suggested Chedburgh Councillors look into this initiative themselves and bring their research to another Council meeting.
6. Update on notice pinned up in village regarding playing field land and surrounding fields. The owners of these fields would like to remind all dog walkers to keep to the paths and to pick up after their dogs.
7. Dead tree on Chestnut Crescent has been reported several times. Cllr Hill suggested the Council approach a tree surgeon to remove the dead tree on health and safety rules. Cllr Rickard seconded and the following vote was unanimous for the Clerk to ask for quotes from local tree surgeons to remove it.
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The Clerk

	12
	Little Tea Pots. 
The Clerk has previously sent some questions via email which were answered. Following a short discussion, it was decided that The Clerk would organise a meeting with Little Tea Pots to discuss if the PC could help them at all.
	
The Clerk

	13
	Erskine Centre deeds are now in the possession of the Clerk and she will arrange for them to be placed with a local solicitor after having them scanned and copied.
	The Clerk

	14
	Speeding on A143 and the purchase of a new VAS machine
Forwarded on to the next meeting’s agenda
	


	15
	Marquis of Cornwallis. See Item 6:1
	

	16
	Agenda items for next meeting
1. Internet banking
2. VAS machine
3. Fencing between play ground and field belonging to The Henry Smith Charity
	



Meeting ended at 21.55 hours.            SIGNED:………………………………………………….   DATE:………………
2

